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PROVIDING RECORD-LEVEL SHARING
(RLS) TO LOCAL DATA SETS

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to data center management
and file systems, and more specifically, this invention relates
to locking at the record level of a file structure to ensure data
integrity when performing operations to local data set
records.

File systems which allow direct and sequential accesses to
data stored therein typically utilize a B+ tree structure which
is a variation of the basic B tree structure with all terminal
nodes thereof containing data records. The non-terminal
nodes of the B+ tree structure are referred to as an index
structure. The top of the B+ tree structure is a single node
referred to as the root. The B+ tree structure is a balanced tree
with all the terminal nodes at the same level such that all data
records stored therein have the same or substantially the same
search length. The effectiveness and the popularity of the B+
tree structure may be attributable to the shape of the tree. The
B+ tree tends to be short and wide, referred to typically as
“flat,” e.g., it has few hierarchical levels and many nodes at
each level.

The B+ tree structure has become somewhat of a standard
for organization of files. Many database systems (relational or
otherwise) and general-purpose access methods, such as vir-
tual storage access method (VSAM), are designed using the
B+ tree structure. The VSAM includes some additional fea-
tures over other typical access methods, such as key compres-
sion. For ease of discussion, and due to the fact that VSAM
was one of the first commercial products in the world that
used the B+ tree structure, VSAM terminology may be used
in the descriptions provided, but the descriptions are not
limited to VSAM alone, as any access method may be used in
relation to a B+ tree structure.

Virtual storage access method (VSAM) is a disk file stor-
age access method used in IBM z/OS environments. VSAM
data sets include multiple records, and the data sets are of
fixed or variable length, and are organized into fixed-size
blocks called Control Intervals (Cls). The CIs are then orga-
nized into larger groups referred to as Control Areas (CAs).
CIs are used as units of transfer between direct access storage
devices (DASDs) and requesting systems such that a read
request will read one complete CI. CAs are used as units of
allocation, such that when a VSAM data set is defined, an
integral number of CAs will be allocated for that VSAM data
set.

When multiple users of a VSAM file system attempt to
access data sets on the same z/OS system, read/write integrity
may be lost due to the multiple users possibly making differ-
ent changes, deletions, and/or additions to one or more data
sets on the z/OS system, which may cause the z/OS system to
lose data integrity. Accordingly, generally, zZ/OS systems typi-
cally do not allow multiple users to access the same data sets
simultaneously by using a lock mechanism which allows only
one user to access a data set at a time. This lock can result in
latency to the system when multiple users are attempting to
access one or more of the same data sets.

Some attempted solutions have been proposed to alleviate
this problem. One such attempt, as presented in U.S. Patent
Appl. Pub. No. 2010/0299384, allows multiple users to
access a VSAM data set by sending any read/write requests
directed toward that data set to a single user which has directly
opened the data set. Then, these read/write requests have to be
serialized on the user’s system, and processed accordingly,
since the data set is locked for use by the user’s system and
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unavailable to other users. One drawback to this solution is
that if the user’s system fails, which is accessing the data set
directly, all access to the data set is lost for all users. This is
because this solution establishes a single point of failure
(SPOF), which is capable of adversely impacting availability
when the single user’s system fails or is otherwise lost.
Another drawback to this solution is that there is performance
overhead associated with sending the read/write requests to
the single user, which results in latency in the z/OS system.

According to another attempt to address the problem, as
presented in U.S. Pat. No. 5,355,477, U.S. Pat. No. 4,399,504,
and U.S. Patent Appl. Pub. No. 2004/0220934, multiple users
are allowed to directly access the VSAM data set from the
same 7/OS system with full read/write integrity while execut-
ing in “sysplex” mode. Some of the drawbacks to this solution
include the financial cost of purchasing sysplex hardware,
e.g., aCoupling Facility (CF), and that performance overhead
is associated with interfacing with the sysplex hardware,
which results in latency in the zZ/OS system.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, a system includes logic adapted to
request access to a data set from a record-oriented file system,
wherein the file system manages records on behalf of one or
more users, and wherein the access is requested for a first
local user, logic adapted to lock the data set in the file system
such that no direct access of the data set is allowed, logic
adapted to process read and/or write requests for the data set
using the representation of the data set in the designated
server address space, and logic adapted to update the data set
in the file system with any changes made to the representation
of'the data set in the designated server address space.

In another embodiment, a computer program product for
providing record-level sharing (RLS) to a data set includes a
computer readable storage medium having program code
embodied therewith, the program code readable/executable
by a processor to request, using the processor, access to a data
set from a record-oriented file system, wherein the file system
manages records on behalf of one or more users, and wherein
the access is requested for a first local user, lock the data set in
the file system such that no direct access of the data set is
allowed, process, using the processor, read and/or write
requests for the data set using the representation of the data set
in the designated server address space, and update the data set
in the file system with any changes made to the representation
of'the data set in the designated server address space.

Inyet another embodiment, a method for providing RLS to
a data set includes requesting access to a data set from a
record-oriented file system, wherein the file system manages
records on behalf of one or more users, and wherein the access
is requested for a first local user, locking the data set in the file
system such that no direct access of the data set is allowed,
processing read and/or write requests for the data set using the
representation of the data set in the designated server address
space, and updating the data set in the file system with any
changes made to the representation of the data set in the
designated server address space.

Other aspects and embodiments of the present invention
will become apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion, which, when taken in conjunction with the drawings,
illustrate by way of example the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a network architecture, in accordance
with one embodiment.



US 9,348,859 B2

3

FIG. 2 shows a representative hardware environment that
may be associated with the servers and/or clients of FIG. 1, in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a simplified block diagram of a data storage
system, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 4 illustrates a file structure in accordance with one
embodiment.

FIG. 5 shows a simplified diagram of a system capable of
allowing multiple users access to a single data set in accor-
dance with one embodiment.

FIG. 6 is aflowchart of a method, according to one embodi-
ment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is made for the purpose of illus-
trating the general principles of the present invention and is
not meant to limit the inventive concepts claimed herein.
Further, particular features described herein can be used in
combination with other described features in each of the
various possible combinations and permutations.

Unless otherwise specifically defined herein, all terms are
to be given their broadest possible interpretation including
meanings implied from the specification as well as meanings
understood by those skilled in the art and/or as defined in
dictionaries, treatises, etc.

It must also be noted that, as used in the specification and
the appended claims, the singular forms “a,” “an,” and “the”
include plural referents unless otherwise specified.

At a high level, record-level sharing (RLS) is provided to a
data set in a record-oriented file system, such as a file system
utilizing virtual storage access method (VSAM) in IBM z/OS
environments, with full read/write integrity when the data set
is stored locally to the same z/OS system and the system is
executing in local mode. In addition, multiple local users may
be allowed to access the VSAM data set with full read/write
integrity without the cost of a coupling facility (CF) and
without a single point of failure (SPOF) at a user level, as are
required in some conventional methods.

In one general embodiment, a system includes logic
adapted to request access to a data set from a record-oriented
file system, wherein the file system manages records on
behalf of one or more users, and wherein the access is
requested for a first local user, logic adapted to lock the data
set in the file system such that no direct access of the data set
is allowed, logic adapted to process read and/or write requests
for the data set using the representation of the data set in the
designated server address space, and logic adapted to update
the data set in the file system with any changes made to the
representation of the data set in the designated server address
space.

In another general embodiment, a computer program prod-
uct for providing RLS to a data set includes a computer
readable storage medium having program code embodied
therewith, the program code readable/executable by a proces-
sor to request, using the processor, access to a data set from a
record-oriented file system, wherein the file system manages
records on behalf of one or more users, and wherein the access
is requested for a first local user, lock the data set in the file
system such that no direct access of the data set is allowed,
process, using the processor, read and/or write requests for
the data set using the representation of the data set in the
designated server address space, and update the data set in the
file system with any changes made to the representation of the
data set in the designated server address space.

In yet another general embodiment, a method for providing
RLS to a data set includes requesting access to a data set from
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a record-oriented file system, wherein the file system man-
ages records on behalf of one or more users, and wherein the
access is requested for a first local user, locking the data set in
the file system such that no direct access of the data set is
allowed, processing read and/or write requests for the data set
using the representation of the data set in the designated
server address space, and updating the data set in the file
system with any changes made to the representation of the
data set in the designated server address space.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as “logic,” a “circuit,” “mod-
ule,” or “system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present inven-
tion may take the form of a computer program product
embodied in one or more computer readable medium(s) hav-
ing computer readable program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a non-transitory
computer readable storage medium. A computer readable
storage medium may be, for example, but not limited to, an
electronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or
semiconductor system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable
combination of the foregoing. More specific examples (a
non-exhaustive list) of the computer readable storage
medium include the following: a portable computer diskette,
a hard disk, a random access memory (RAM), a read-only
memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-only
memory (EPROM or Flash memory), a portable compact disc
read-only memory (CD-ROM), a Blu-ray disc read-only
memory (BD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that is capable of con-
taining, or storing a program or application for use by or in
connection with an instruction execution system, apparatus,
or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device, such as an electrical connection having
one or more wires, an optical fibre, etc.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fibre cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including
an object oriented programming language such as Java,
Smalltalk, C+4+, or the like, and conventional procedural pro-
gramming languages, such as the “C” programming language
or similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on a user’s computer, partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
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user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer or server may be connected to the user’s
computer through any type of network, including a local area
network (LAN), storage area network (SAN), and/or a wide
area network (WAN), or the connection may be made to an
external computer, for example through the Internet using an
Internet Service Provider (ISP).

Aspects of the present invention are described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatuses (systems), and computer program
products according to various embodiments of the invention.
It will be understood that each block of the flowchart illustra-
tions and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in
the flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, may be
implemented by computer program instructions. These com-
puter program instructions may be provided to a processor of
a general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or
other programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that may direct a computer,
other programmable data processing apparatus, or other
devices to function in a particular manner, such that the
instructions stored in the computer readable medium produce
an article of manufacture including instructions which imple-
ment the function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block
diagram block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

FIG. 1 illustrates a network architecture 100, in accordance
with one embodiment. As shown in FIG. 1, a plurality of
remote networks 102 are provided including a first remote
network 104 and a second remote network 106. A gateway
101 may be coupled between the remote networks 102 and a
proximate network 108. In the context of the present network
architecture 100, the networks 104, 106 may each take any
form including, but not limited to a LAN, a WAN such as the
Internet, public switched telephone network (PSTN), internal
telephone network, etc.

Inuse, the gateway 101 serves as an entrance point from the
remote networks 102 to the proximate network 108. As such,
the gateway 101 may function as a router, which is capable of
directing a given packet of data that arrives at the gateway
101, and a switch, which furnishes the actual path in and out
of the gateway 101 for a given packet.

Further included is at least one data server 114 coupled to
the proximate network 108, and which is accessible from the
remote networks 102 via the gateway 101. It should be noted
that the data server(s) 114 may include any type of computing
device/groupware. Coupled to each data server 114 is a plu-
rality of user devices 116. Such user devices 116 may include
a desktop computer, laptop computer, handheld computer,
printer, and/or any other type of logic-containing device. It
should be noted that a user device 111 may also be directly
coupled to any of the networks, in some embodiments.
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A peripheral 120 or series of peripherals 120, e.g., fac-
simile machines, printers, scanners, hard disk drives, net-
worked and/or local storage units or systems, etc., may be
coupled to one or more of the networks 104, 106, 108. It
should be noted that databases and/or additional components
may be utilized with, or integrated into, any type of network
element coupled to the networks 104, 106, 108. In the context
of'the present description, a network element may refer to any
component of a network.

According to some approaches, methods and systems
described herein may be implemented with and/or on virtual
systems and/or systems which emulate one or more other
systems, such as a UNIX system which emulates an IBM
7/OS environment, a UNIX system which virtually hosts a
MICROSOFT WINDOWS environment, a MICROSOFT
WINDOWS system which emulates an IBM 7z/OS environ-
ment, etc. This virtualization and/or emulation may be
enhanced through the use of VMWARE software, in some
embodiments.

In more approaches, one or more networks 104, 106, 108,
may represent a cluster of systems commonly referred to as a
“cloud.” In cloud computing, shared resources, such as pro-
cessing power, peripherals, software, data, servers, etc., are
provided to any system in the cloud in an on-demand rela-
tionship, thereby allowing access and distribution of services
across many computing systems. Cloud computing typically
involves an Internet connection between the systems operat-
ing in the cloud, but other techniques of connecting the sys-
tems may also be used, as known in the art.

FIG. 2 shows a representative hardware environment asso-
ciated with a user device 116 and/or server 114 of FIG. 1, in
accordance with one embodiment. FIG. 2 illustrates a typical
hardware configuration of a workstation having a central
processing unit 210, such as a microprocessor, and a number
of other units interconnected via a system bus 212, according
to one embodiment.

The workstation shown in FIG. 2 includes a Random
Access Memory (RAM) 214, Read Only Memory (ROM)
216, an /O adapter 218 for connecting peripheral devices
such as disk storage units 220 to the bus 212, a user interface
adapter 222 for connecting a keyboard 224, a mouse 226, a
speaker 228, a microphone 232, and/or other user interface
devices such as a touch screen, a digital camera (not shown),
etc., to the bus 212, communication adapter 234 for connect-
ing the workstation to a communication network 235 (e.g., a
data processing network) and a display adapter 236 for con-
necting the bus 212 to a display device 238.

The workstation may have resident thereon an operating
system such as the MICROSOFT WINDOWS Operating
System (OS), a MAC OS, a UNIX OS, etc. It will be appre-
ciated that a preferred embodiment may also be implemented
on platforms and operating systems other than those men-
tioned. A preferred embodiment may be written using JAVA,
XML, C, and/or C++ language, or other programming lan-
guages, along with an object oriented programming method-
ology. Object oriented programming (OOP), which has
become increasingly used to develop complex applications,
may be used.

Now referring to FIG. 3, a storage system 300 is shown
according to one embodiment. Note that some of the elements
shown in FIG. 3 may be implemented as hardware and/or
software, according to various embodiments. The storage
system 300 may include a storage system manager 312 for
communicating with a plurality of media on a higher storage
tier 302 and a lower storage tier 306. The higher storage tier
302 preferably may include one or more random access and/
or direct access media 304, such as hard disks in hard disk
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drives (HDDs), nonvolatile memory (NVM), solid state
memory in solid state drives (SSDs), etc., and/or others noted
herein. The lower storage tier 306 may preferably include one
ormore sequential access media 308, such as magnetic tape in
tape drives, optical media, etc., and/or others noted herein.
Additional storage tiers 316 may include any combination of
storage memory media. The storage system manager 312 may
communicate with the storage media 304, 308 on the higher
and lower storage tiers 302, 306 through a network 310, such
as a storage area network (SAN), as shown in FIG. 3. The
storage system manager 312 may also communicate with one
or more host systems (not shown) through a host interface
314, which may or may not be a part of the storage system
manager 312. The storage system manager 312 and/or any
other component of the storage system 300 may be imple-
mented in hardware and/or software, and may make use of a
processor (not shown) for executing commands of a type
known in the art, such as a central processing unit (CPU), a
field programmable gate array (FPGA), an application spe-
cific integrated circuit (ASIC), etc. Of course, any arrange-
ment of a storage system may be used, as will be apparent to
those of skill in the art upon reading the present description.

In more embodiments, the storage system 300 may include
any number of data storage tiers, and may include the same or
different storage memory media within each storage tier. For
example, each data storage tier may include the same type of
storage memory media, such as HDDs, SSDs, sequential
access media (tape in tape drives, optical disk in optical disk
drives, etc.), direct access media (CD-ROM, DVD-ROM,
etc.), or any combination of media storage types. In one such
configuration, a higher storage tier 302, may include a major-
ity of SSD storage media for storing data in a higher perform-
ing storage environment, and remaining storage tiers, includ-
ing lower storage tier 306 and additional storage tiers 316
may include any combination of SSDs, HDDs, tape drives,
etc., for storing data in a lower performing storage environ-
ment. In this way, more frequently accessed data, data having
a higher priority, data needing to be accessed more quickly,
etc., may be stored to the higher storage tier 302, while data
not having one of these attributes may be stored to the addi-
tional storage tiers 316, including lower storage tier 306. Of
course, one of skill in the art, upon reading the present
descriptions, may devise many other combinations of storage
media types to implement into different storage schemes,
according to the embodiments presented herein.

According to some embodiments, the storage system (such
as 300) may include logic adapted to receive a request to open
a data set, logic adapted to determine if the requested data set
is stored to a lower storage tier 306 of a tiered data storage
system 300 in multiple associated portions, logic adapted to
move each associated portion of the requested data set to a
higher storage tier 302 of the tiered data storage system 300,
and logic adapted to assemble the requested data set on the
higher storage tier 302 of the tiered data storage system 300
from the associated portions.

Of course, this logic may be implemented as a method on
any device and/or system or as a computer program product,
according to various embodiments.

For ease of discussion, and due to the fact that VSAM was
one of the first commercial products in the world that used the
B+ tree structure, VSAM terminology may be used in the
descriptions provided herein. However, the embodiments
described herein are not limited to a system which uses
VSAM, as any record-oriented file system, such as a key
sequenced data set (KSDS), entry sequenced data set (ESDS),
relative record data set (RRDS), variable-length RRDS (VR-
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RDS), etc., may be used with any of the embodiments
described herein. The file system may or may not utilize a
nonlinear data set structure.

According to one embodiment, multiple local users may be
allowed to access the same file or data set in the file system,
such as a file system utilizing VSAM in an IBM z/OS envi-
ronment, with full read/write integrity, record-level locking,
and 64 bit buffering from the same z/OS system without the
need for a CF or a SPOF.

A file structure of a data set 400 is shown in FIG. 4 which
includes two parts, the ‘sequence set’ 404 and the ‘index set’
402. The index set 402 includes the root 406, along with a
plurality of index nodes 408. The terminal nodes of the file
structure of the data set 400 are keyed data records 410 which
are organized into one or more data control intervals (Cls)
414. Above the data Cls 414 are one or more data control
areas (CAs) 412, with each data CA 412 being capable of
organizing a plurality of data CIs 414. Each node 408 in the
index set 402 is an index CI, which includes one or more index
records 416.

In the file structure of the exemplary data set 400 shown in
FIG. 4, each data CA 412 includes three data CIs 414, but any
number may be included according to storage and search
requirements of a particular user of the file system. In addi-
tion, as shown in FIG. 4, each data CIs 414 includes three data
records 410, but any number may be included according to
storage and search requirements of a particular user of the file
system.

Now referring to FIG. 5, a system 500 is shown having a
first system 502, one or more second systems 516, and one or
more data sets 506 stored in an IBM z/OS file system 508. In
order to provide record-level sharing (RLS) of the same data
set 510 in a single z/OS system 508 for local users 504 of a
system 502, an option may be presented to a local user 504
when opening a VSAM data set to share the data set 510 with
other local users, such as any local users on the first system
502. The option may be presented via an existing access
control block (ACB) interface 514, in one embodiment. How-
ever, other remote users on other systems 516 still are denied
access to the data set 510.

When a first local user selects affirmatively to provide the
representation of the data set 510 in the designated server
address space 512 such that other local users 504 may share it,
the designated server address space 512 is created and a
representation of the data set 510 is created therein. The
designated server address space 512 may be hosted by the first
system 502 which opened the data set 510, such that other
local users 504 are capable of accessing the designated server
address space 512. When other subsequent local users 504
access the representation of the data set 510 in the designated
server address space 512, the originally created ACB 514 may
be reused in all subsequent access to the representation of the
data set 510.

Accordingly, the designated server address space 512 may
be hosted by a server, a personal computer, a controller, a
processor within a more complex computing system or any
other system or apparatus capable of hosting the designated
server address space 512. The designated server address
space 512, according to one embodiment, may include a set of
control structures 522, that are built upon creating the desig-
nated server address space 512, to represent the data set 510
being opened.

In one embodiment, the one or more second local users 504
may utilize one or more second ACBs 514 to access the
representation of the data set 510 from this host system 502.

Attempts to open the data set 510 directly from other sys-
tems, such as the one or more second systems 516, are failed
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in order to maintain data integrity. The designated server
address space 512 provides all necessary record-level lock-
ing, such as via an in storage lock table 518 in one approach.
Record keys may be provided for the one or more data sets
506, and the record keys may hash into the table 518. In this
way, any data sets 506 which are opened in the designated
server address space 512 may be locked so that no other
second systems 516 are capable of directly opening the
locked data sets.

In one embodiment, the entries in the table 518 may be
used to chain requests together to sequentially process the
requests when true contention (request for same record in the
data set 510) and/or false contention (different records in the
data set 510 which hash to same location) occurs. The desig-
nated server address space 512 may also provide a shared
buffer pool 520 with which to temporarily store any records
which are currently being requested (and accessed by the first
system), any requests for operations on the records, and/or
any other suitable information, data, operations, etc. The
shared buffer pool 520 may be of any size, such as 16 bit, 32
bit, 64 bit, 128 bit, 256 bit, etc. Also, the shared control
structure 522 may include buffer-related information orga-
nized into a tree-like structure for quick searching of data in
the buffer pool 520.

Now referring to FIG. 6, a flowchart of a method 600 for
providing RLS to a data set is shown, according to one
embodiment. The method 600 may be performed in accor-
dance with the present invention in any of the environments
depicted in FIGS. 1-5, among others, in various embodi-
ments. Of course, more or less operations than those specifi-
cally described in FIG. 6 may be included in method 600, as
would be understood by one of'skill in the art upon reading the
present descriptions.

Each of the steps of the method 600 may be performed by
any suitable component of the operating environment. For
example, in one embodiment, the method 600 may be par-
tially or entirely performed by a mainframe in an IBM z/OS
environment, in one approach, by a data storage system, a file
system controller, a tiered data storage system controller, a
processor (such as a CPU, an ASIC, an FPGA, etc.), a server,
etc., or any other suitable device or component of a data
storage system.

Optional operations described below are those operations
which may be omitted, may be performed once while other
operations are performed multiple times or vice versa, may be
performed by other entities or systems and relied upon by
other operations, etc., according to various embodiments.

As shown in FIG. 6, method 600 may initiate with opera-
tion 602, where access to a data set is requested from a
record-oriented file system, the file system managing records
on behalf of one or more users, and with the access being
requested for a first local user. In one embodiment, the file
system may be a VSAM system that stores a plurality of
VSAM data sets, each data set comprising one or more
records therein. The records may be managed for local and/or
remote users, and usually all users will be remote to the file
system. However, for the sake of this description, a local user
is a user which is local to the system which is providing the
designated server address space.

The record-oriented file system may utilize any organiza-
tional structure which provides for a nonlinear data set, such
as VSAM, KSDS, ESDS, RRDS, VRRDS, etc.

In operation 604, the data set is locked in the file system
such that no direct access of the data set is allowed. Any type
of locking mechanism known in the art may be used.

In operation 606, read and/or write requests for the data set
are processed using the representation of the data set in the
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designated server address space. In this way, any changes,
deletions, and/or additions to the data set are reflected in the
representation of the data set, which appears just like the data
set would on the file system.

In one approach, read and/or write requests for the data set
by the first local user and one or more second local users are
processed sequentially in order of receipt thereof regardless
of' which local user issued the read and/or write request when
it is indicated that sharing of the data set is allowed. Further-
more, remote users are still barred from accessing the repre-
sentation of the data set in the designated server address
space. These second local users may utilize their own ACB to
access the representation of the data set, as would be under-
stood by one of skill in the art.

In operation 608, the data set in the file system is updated
with any changes made to the representation of the data set in
the designated server address space. In this way, the data set
is updated to reflect all changes that were indicated for the
data set, but which were performed only on the representation
thereof. After the update of the data set, the local users will no
longer have access to the data set, unless another request is
issued to have such access.

In one embodiment, the lock on the data set may be relin-
quished after completing the update, so that another user may
access the data set directly on the file system, or in a server
address space provided thereto.

In a further approach, it may be determined whether shar-
ing is allowed for the data set prior to allowing the one or more
second local users to access the representation of the data set.

In one approach, determining whether sharing is allowed
for the data set may include outputting an option to the first
local user to determine whether sharing is allowed for the data
set, and receiving an indication of a level of sharing, which
may be indicated by the user or automatically set according to
a default action, a set of criteria, etc. The criteria may include
any suitable factors, such as which systems are allowed
access to the data set normally, the type of data set, contents
of the data set, an amount of available processing to handle
multiple requests, etc.

In this approach, read and/or write requests for the data set
by the first local user and one or more second local users may
be processed sequentially in order of receipt thereof regard-
less of which local user issued the read and/or write request
when it is indicated that sharing of the data set is allowed.

According to one embodiment, the designated server
address space may include a set of control structures which
simulate interactions with the file system, an in storage lock
table adapted to store locking information for each record in
the data set, and/or a shared buffer pool adapted to tempo-
rarily store any records which are currently being accessed.

In a further embodiment, the entries in the table may be
used to chain the read and/or write requests together to
sequentially process the read and/or write requests when true
contention and/or false contention occurs, as explained in
more detail herein.

In more approaches, a computer program product and a
system may be provided which perform some or all of the
functionality of method 600. For example, a system may
comprise a processor (such as a CPU, FPGA, ASIC, etc.) and
logic integrated with and/or executable by the processor (the
logic possibly being hardware, software, or a combination
thereof), the logic being adapted to: request, using the pro-
cessor, access to a data set from a record-oriented file system,
wherein the file system manages records on behalf of one or
more users, and wherein the access is requested for a first
local user; lock the data set in the file system such that no
direct access of the data set is allowed; process read and/or
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write requests for the data set using the representation of the
data set in the designated server address space; and update the
data set in the file system with any changes made to the
representation of the data set in the designated server address
space.

In another approach, a computer program product for pro-
viding RLS may comprise a computer readable storage
medium having program code embodied therewith. The pro-
gram code is readable/executable by a processor to: request,
using the processor, access to a data set from a record-ori-
ented file system, wherein the file system manages records on
behalf of one or more users, and wherein the access is
requested for a first local user; lock the data set in the file
system such that no direct access of the data set is allowed;
process, using the processor, read and/or write requests for
the data set using the representation of the data set in the
designated server address space; and update the data set in the
file system with any changes made to the representation of the
data set in the designated server address space.

While various embodiments have been described above, it
should be understood that they have been presented by way of
example only, and not limitation. Thus, the breadth and scope
of an embodiment of the present invention should not be
limited by any of the above-described exemplary embodi-
ments, but should be defined only in accordance with the
following claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A system, comprising:

aprocessor and logic integrated with and/or executable by

the processor, the logic configured to:
request access to a data set from a record-oriented file
system, wherein the file system manages records on
behalf of one or more users, wherein the file system is
a virtual storage access method (VSAM) system, and
wherein the access is requested for a first local user;
determine whether sharing is allowed and a level of
sharing for the data set by:
outputting an option to the first local user requesting
information about sharing of the data set; and
receiving an indication of the level of sharing for the
data set;
lock the data set in the file system such that no direct
access of the data set is allowed;
create and host a designated server address space using
an access control block (ACB) interface, wherein the
designated server address space comprises:
a set of control structures which simulate interactions
with the file system;
an in storage lock table configured to store locking
information for each record in the data set; and
a shared buffer pool configured to temporarily store
any records which are currently being accessed;
create a representation of the data set in the designated
server address space;
process read and/or write requests for the data set using
the representation of the data set in the designated
server address space by processing read and/or write
requests for the data set from the first local user and
one or more second local users sequentially in order
ofreceipt thereofregardless of which local user issued
the read and/or write request when it is indicated that
sharing of the data set is allowed;
update the data set in the file system with any changes
made to the representation of the data set in the des-
ignated server address space; and
relinquish the lock on the data set after completing the
update.
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2. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the logic is
configured to fail attempts to open the data set directly from
other systems to maintain data integrity.

3. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the logic is
configured to hash a record key provided for the data set into
the in storage lock table while the data set is opened.

4. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the set of
control structures comprises bufter-related information orga-
nized into a tree-like structure providing quick searching of
the shared buffer pool.

5. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the logic is
configured to create and host one or more second ACBs
configured to provide one or more second users access the
representation of the data set.

6. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the record-
oriented file system utilizes an organizational structure that
supports nonlinear data sets.

7. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the logic is
further configured to use entries in the in storage lock table to
chain the read and/or write requests together to sequentially
process the read and/or write requests when true contention
and/or false contention occurs.

8. The system as recited in claim 7, wherein a true conten-
tion exists in response to a request for a same record in the
data set, and wherein a false contention exists in response to
a request for different records in the data set which hash to a
same location.

9. A computer program product for providing record-level
sharing (RLS) to a data set, the computer program product
comprising a computer readable storage medium having pro-
gram code embodied therewith, the program code readable/
executable by a processor to:

request, using the processor, access to a data set from a

record-oriented file system, wherein the file system

manages records on behalf of one or more users, and

wherein the access is requested for a first local user;

determine, using the processor, whether sharing is allowed

and a level of sharing for the data set by:

outputting an option to the first local user requesting
information about sharing of the data set; and

receiving an indication of the level of sharing for the data
set;

lock the data set in the file system such that no direct access

of the data set is allowed;

create and host, using the processor, a designated server

address space using an access control block (ACB) inter-

face, wherein the designated server address space com-

prises:

a set of control structures which simulate interactions
with the file system;

an in storage lock table configured to store locking infor-
mation for each record in the data set; and

a shared buffer pool configured to temporarily store any
records which are currently being accessed;

create, using the processor, a representation of the data set

in the designated server address space;

process, using the processor, read and/or write requests for

the data set using the representation of the data set in the
designated server address space by processing read and/
or write requests for the data set from the first local user
and one or more second local users sequentially in order
of receipt thereof regardless of which local user issued
the read and/or write request when it is indicated that
sharing of the data set is allowed;

update the data set in the file system with any changes made

to the representation of the data set in the designated
server address space; and
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relinquish, using the processor, the lock on the data set after

completing the update.

10. The computer program product as recited in claim 9,
wherein the program code readable/executable by the proces-
sor is configured to fail attempts to open the data set directly
from other systems to maintain data integrity.

11. The computer program product as recited in claim 9,
wherein the program code readable/executable by the proces-
sor is configured to hash a record key provided for the data set
into the in storage lock table while the data set is opened.

12. The computer program product as recited in claim 11,
wherein the program code readable/executable by the proces-
sor is configured to create and host one or more second ACBs
configured to provide one or more second users access the
representation of the data set.

13. The computer program product as recited in claim 9,
wherein the record-oriented file system utilizes an organiza-
tional structure that supports nonlinear data sets.

14. The computer program product as recited in claim 9,
wherein the set of control structures comprises bufter-related
information organized into a tree-like structure providing
quick searching of the shared buffer pool.

15. The computer program product as recited in claim 14,
wherein the program code readable/executable by the proces-
sor is configured to use entries in the in storage lock table to
chain the read and/or write requests together to sequentially
process the read and/or write requests when true contention
and/or false contention occurs, wherein a true contention
exists in response to a request for a same record in the data set,
and wherein a false contention exists in response to a request
for different records in the data set which hash to a same
location.

16. A method for providing record-level sharing (RLS)to a
data set, the method comprising:

requesting access to a data set from a record-oriented file

system, wherein the file system manages records on
behalf of one or more users, wherein the file system is a
virtual storage access method (VSAM) system, and
wherein the access is requested for a first local user;
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determining whether sharing is allowed and a level of
sharing for the data set by:
outputting an option to the first local user requesting
information about sharing of the data set; and
receiving an indication of the level of sharing for the data
set;

locking the data set in the file system such that no direct

access of the data set is allowed;

creating and hosting a designated server address space

using an access control block (ACB) interface, wherein

the designated server address space comprises:

a set of control structures which simulate interactions
with the file system;

an in storage lock table configured to store locking infor-
mation for each record in the data set; and

a shared buffer pool configured to temporarily store any
records which are currently being accessed;

creating a representation of the data set in the designated

server address space;

processing read and/or write requests for the data set using

the representation of the data set in the designated server
address space by processing read and/or write requests
for the data set from the first local user and one or more
second local users sequentially in order of receipt
thereof regardless of which local user issued the read
and/or write request when it is indicated that sharing of
the data set is allowed,

updating the data set in the file system with any changes

made to the representation of the data set in the desig-
nated server address space; and

relinquishing the lock on the data set after completing the

update.

17. The method as recited in claim 16, further comprising
hashing a record key provided for the data set into the in
storage lock table while the data set is opened.

18. The method as recited in claim 16, further comprising
creating and hosting one or more second ACBs configured to
provide one or more second users access the representation of
the data set.



